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and weighing of the manillas and the brass, which is always in
great quantity and requires much handling; and with fewer
people preparations for the departure of the caravels could not
be undertaken without a delay of many days, and this would
upset other business of the Casa, and it is therefore not ex-
pedient to change the procedure. Because Steuam Vaaz during
the last few days has suspected that the mariners have, or may
have, put some shells and cotryns (?) and sundry other things in
the packs, in future when the said cloth is given out, we are to
be present, and the said packs will not be made up except in our
presence, so that we may observe everything closely in such a
way that henceforward nothing shall happen in this business
contrary to your service.
With reference to the red wines which go for the supply of
Myna, whereof your highness has been informed that they are
such as go bad and are useless either as wines or as vinegar, and
that thereby you are badly served, and whereas you command
us to find out at once where these wines come from and why
they go bad here, and also to ascertain where better wines could
be obtained, so that they would not go bad and there would be
no disservice; sir, we cannot explain this to your highness, be-
cause the said wines are bought and sent to Myna by Jorge de
Vascomcellos and the officers of the warehouse, who by your
highness' command and ordinance have charge of the business
of supplying all provisions not only to Myna but to other parts.
We buy no other wines than those of Caparica for sale at Myna
and they are sent as merchandise1.
Your highness may order Jorge de Vascomcellos to be ques-
tioned about this. As for the question where the best wines are,
it is known that those from Ribatejo and the environs of this
city are such, and it is from there, as Estevam Vaaz says, that
stocks are supplied to Myna and also for the use of the captains,
clerks and mariners of the caravels, and he has already written
many times to tell your highness of this.
1 There was an officer in charge of wines at Sao Jorge da Mina. By decree
of 16 June 1514, King Manuel ordered Ruy Leite to give 6000 reis to Martim
ASbnso, 'who was clerk of the wines in the city of S. Jorge da Mina*. Torre
do Tombo, Corpo chronologico, pt. i, mago 15, doc. 58. I am indebted to
Mr. J. T. Furley for this reference.